
Shinnenkai 2012
PLEASE JOIN US in 

celebrating Keizai Society’s 
22nd anniversary at 

our Shinnenkai on 
Friday, January 
27th at 6:00pm 
at the Palo 
Alto Hills 
Golf and 
Country 
Club. We 
will be 
honoring 
co-founder/
co-owner of 
Yoshi’s, Ms. 
Yoshi Akiba 
with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
for her contributions to  
US-Japan relations.

Yoshi Akiba is a true 
entrepreneurial success story 
whose triumph, from very humble 
beginnings, was driven by a deep 

passion 
for connecting 

with people and finding 
a new way, and a profound desire 
to give back to the community. 
Yoshi, orphaned during World War 
II, came to the U.S. to study dance 

and music. In 1973, Yoshi and 
her two best friends were a 
trio of struggling students who 
started a small North Berkeley 

Japanese restaurant with the 
name Yoshi’s. It was 

the combination 
of artistry, 
business sense, 
and spiritual 

beliefs which 
contributed to 
their success.

Over the next 
nearly 40 years, Yoshi’s 

built itself into one of 
the world’s most 

respected venues 
with jazz and 
Japanese 

cuisine. In 
October, 2011, 
Kodansha 
published her 

memoir “We 

A m e r i c a n - J a p a n e s e  I n t e r a c t i o n  a t  t h e  Wo r k i n g  L e v e l

U S - J A PA N 
B U S I N E S S 
F O R U M
Issue No. 242
January 2012
Santa Clara, CA
www.keizai.org

DATE 
Friday,  
January 27, 2012

DRESS 
Business casual

LOCATION 
Palo Alto Hills Golf  
and Country Club  
3000 Alexis Drive  
Palo Alto, CA 94304

TIME 
6:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M.

FOOD
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
and Sushi  
(Cash Bar For Drinks)

FEES 
$45.00: Registration by 01/23/2012, 11:00 P.M.  
$75.00: Late Registration by 01/26/2012, 5:00 P.M.  
$100.00: Walk-ins (Subject to room capacity / cash or 
check only)

continued on page 3

Keizai Society 22nd Anniversary

Shinnenkai 2012

Please RSVP by January 23rd, 2012 to reserve your place! @ http://www.keizai.org

Shinnenkai 2012
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新
年
会Gold Corp Member:

	 Sughrue Mion PLLC 

	 Union Bank

	 Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Silver Corp Member:
	 Fenwick & West

	 Intrax Cultural Exchange

	 Tazan International

	 Teraoka & Partners LLP

	 ZL Technologies

Bronze Corp Member:
	 One Hundred Eight Faces

	 Sakino Consulting

	 SunBridge Corp.

Corporate Sponsor Members

From the President

Happy New Year! 

We hope that you had a peaceful holiday filled with 
joy, and that you are ready for the New Year.

The year 2011 was a very difficult one for Japan 
given the unprecedented disaster caused by the 
Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent 
nuclear power plant accident. This catastrophe 
caused enormous suffering, and has claimed many 
precious lives. Our best wishes are with Japan as 
they continue rebuilding. 

After some initial turmoil caused by the events in 
Japan, we are pleased to report that 2011 was a 
successful year for the Keizai Society. Programs 
were well attended, including two sold-out 
programs. The Keizai Society program team has 
laid out the schedule of programs for 2012, and 

we remain committed to sustaining awareness of 
the Japanese rebuilding effort by covering related 
topics in our 2012 programs.  

Emerging from the market turmoil exacerbated by 
last year’s unprecedented earthquake and tsunami, 
we hope that 2012 will mark a turn for the better. 
The Keizai Society’s theme for 2012 is “Japan in 
Transformation.” It encompasses commercial 
entrepreneurship and new venture formation as 
well as social entrepreneurship, new patterns of 
employment, corporate reform and many other 
critical priorities that are already breathing new 
life into Japan’s business community and other 
institutions.    

As we start 2012, despite signs of optimism about 
the US economy, unemployment is still high and 
affects friends of the Keizai Society. We are taking 
this into consideration and plan to provide more 
networking opportunities during the year.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the Keizai Society’s devoted volunteers. 
There are over 20 talented and hard working 
staff members in our team. Additionally, there 
are six board members and three advisory board 
members providing precious guidance. The entire 
group works tirelessly to support the mission of the 
Keizai Society and produce interesting programs 
year after year.

Thank you again for your support in 2011. We are 
committed to providing forums and networking 
that will help “transform” your business, venture, 
and business relations.  We hope you will join us 
at various programs and forums throughout the 
coming year.

Sincerely,

 
 
Chimmy Shioya,  
President, Keizai Society

Sakino Consulting
Developing Products Together

• Product development 
• Technical solutions

Please Contact: Matt Schlegel  |  v: +1.650.924.8923
mschlegel@sakinoconsulting.com | www.sakinoconsulting.com

• Cross cultural understanding
• Language and translation
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Can Do It.”

We will also be performing 
our traditional Kagamiwari 
(sake barrel “breaking”) 
ceremony. The Consul 
General of Japan, Hiroshi 
Inomata is expected to 
lead this tradition.

Keizai Society’s theme 
for 2012 is “Japan in 
Transformation.” It 
encompasses commercial 
entrepreneurship and new 

venture formation as well as social entrepreneurship, 
new patterns of employment, corporate reform 
and many other critical priorities that are already 
breathing new life into Japan’s business community 
and its other institutions.

Start off 2012 by strengthening your existing 
business relationships and forging new ones. Bring 
lots of business cards to exchange, including one 
to enter the drawing for the exciting door prizes. 
We look forward to celebrating 2012 with you at our 

22nd anniversary Shinnenkai. Due to the anticipated 
number of attendees, early registration online (www.
keizai.org) is highly recommended. We cannot 
guarantee that there will be room for walk-ins.

2012 Shinnenkai: Master of 
Ceremonies — Mike Inouye

Mike Inouye, Traffic Anchor for NBC 
Bay Area on “Today in the Bay” 
and an occasional improvisational 
comedian, will be our Master of 
Ceremonies. Read his bio at http://
www.nbcbayarea.com/on-air/about-
us/Mike_Inouye.html

continued from page 1

Honoring WWII Orphan and Successful Artist/Entrepreneur — Yoshi Akiba 
Co-founder and Co-owner of Yoshi’s Jazz  Club and Japanese Restaurant

Protecting the 
most important ideas 
in the universe. 

YOURS.

Washington, DC
202.293.7060

Silicon Valley
650.625.8100

San Diego
858-795-1180

Tokyo
011.81.3.5220.0200

P A T E N T S          

T R A D E M A R K S

C O P Y R I G H T S           

L I T I G A T I O N           

P R O S E C U T I O N          

L I C E N S I N G           

C O U N S E L I N G

www.sughrue.com

❀
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Jazz and Japan
— By Joe Quinlan 

Keizai Society Content Manager

You’ve all heard about Yoshi’s, the 
preeminent jazz club in the bay area.  
But did you know that “Yoshi” is actually 

Yoshie, as in Yoshie Akiba? Yes, this famous bay 
area jazz club was co-founded by and named 
for a fascinating Japanese woman – Yoshie 
Akiba.  You can read in our event announcement 
about her amazing life. And if you come to Keizai 
Society’s Shinnenkai on Friday, January 27th, you 
can see Yoshie Akiba in person! Keizai Society 
will be honoring her with a lifetime achievement 
award at our Shinnenkai. We hope to see you all 
there!

On the one hand, you may have found it 
surprising when you first found out that the 
best jazz club in the bay area has a Japanese 
name. But on another level, those of you who 
are familiar with Japan may not find it surprising 
at all. Those Americans who have lived in or 
traveled to Japan may have noticed that while 
some American music styles, like country music, 
find little interest in Japan, there has always been 
a strong strain of interest in jazz by the Japanese. 
Even before traveling to Japan, you may have 
been aware of famous Japanese jazz musicians 
like saxophonist Sadao Watanabe. But as you 
got to know Japan further, you may have realized 
that there is a long and interesting history of jazz 
in Japan. If you dug into the city scene in Tokyo 
or Osaka, you may have noticed that there are 
various jazz bars all around the city.  

Jazz actually first became popular in Japan 
in the 1920’s. This popularity was short-lived 
however, as the increasing militarism and 
nationalism of the 1930’s caused jazz to become 
an unwelcome music of foreigners. But perhaps 
the most romantic period of jazz development 
in Japan was the immediate post-war period, 
when American occupation soldiers brought 
their love of jazz music to Japan. It was in this 

period that areas like Roppongi grew up to be 
the entertainment areas they are today. Jazz 
flourished in Japan in the post-war period, giving 
rise to internationally famous musicians like 
pianists Yosuke Yamashita and Makoto Ozone, 
and trumpeter Tiger Okoshi. Those of you who 
were in Japan in the 80’s and 90’s may remember 
Miles Davis in TV commercials for shochu and 
the jazz standard “Take Five” being used in 
commercials for the energy drink Alinamin V. (For 
those who want a trip down memory lane, click on 
the YouTube links.)

Yes, there is indeed something about jazz and 
Japan. But what is it about jazz that so appeals to 

Fenwick & West is a national law firm 

that provides comprehensive legal  

services to technology and life  

sciences clients of national and  

international prominence. We have  

approximately 250 attorneys, with  

offices in Silicon Valley, San 

Francisco, and Seattle.

Mountain View
Silicon Valley Center
801 California Street
Mountain View, California 
94041

Phone: 650.988.8500
Fax: 650.938.5200
info@fenwick.com

continued on page 5

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_XUA1PKKDQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8L7LD7RiKA
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the Japanese sensibility? I think it has something 
to do with the eclectic, cerebral, and esoteric 
nature of jazz music itself.  Jazz is like the Zen 
of modern popular music. For Japanese and 
Americans alike, there is something redeeming 
and uplifting in experiencing jazz music. Jazz is a 
language that unites the Japanese and American 
cultures. So what could be a more appropriate 
theme for Keizai Society’s 22nd annual 
Shinnenkai? Come to the Palo Alto Hills Country 

Club on Friday evening, January 27th!  Come 
and enjoy the camaraderie. Come and enjoy the 
delicious food. But most of all, come and enjoy 
seeing Yoshie Akiba in person, the namesake of 
Yoshi’s Jazz Club.

Intrax Career Development
Ryoko Matsukata 
Senior Internship Placement Coordinator
600 California Street 10th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94108
Email: rmatsukata@intraxinc.com

Phone: 415-434-5669  

Toll Free: 888-224-0450  

Fax: 415-434-5421

www.intraxintern.com

Learn more  
about hosting an  

international intern

Connecting Businesses 
and Cultures

❀

Personal Financial Planning when your citizenship, 
residency, family, and assets involve both U.S. and Japan

401k Retirement Plan for Corporations

www.108faces.com

1999 S. Bascom Avenue 
Suite 700 

Campbell, CA 95008

408.886.1301  
kazuyo@108faces.com

• General Corporate and Business Law

• Business Immigration and Civil Litigation

• Japanese Language Services

• Celebrating 35 Years of Service

TERAOKA & PARTNERS LLP
www.teraokalaw.com

Steve@teraokalaw.com

 San Francisco Silicon Valley Los Angeles
 415-981-3100 800-600-5700 310-552-2600

continued from page 4
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Leveraging Japan’s Cleantech 
Innovation Into Partnership  

and Business

The topic of the Keizai Society’s November 
Forum was “Leveraging Japan’s Cleantech 
Innovation Into Partnership & Business.” Three 

distinguished panelists presented to a packed room; 
Jim French the President of Panasonic R&D Company 
of America, Osamu Onodera the Chief Representative 
of the Silicon Valley Office of NEDO (New Energy and 
Industrial Technology Development Organization), and 
Aki Ohashi the Director of Business Development for 
Japan at PARC (Palo Alto Research Center). Event 
support was provided by the Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce of Northern California and Sustainable 
Silicon Valley.

Jim French opened up the night with an overview 
of Panasonic, its global green activities and its 
research and development activities. Panasonic 
has been making large strides towards becoming 
a green company and won many awards for their 
achievements. Their acquisition of Sanyo has only 
widened the scope of the cleantech solutions that 
Panasonic offers. 

Mr. Onodera followed up with an analysis of how Japan 
and the US make good partners. He pointed out that 
the two countries have complementary strengths and 
highlighted several examples of collaborative projects 
between US and Japanese companies. 

Mr. Ohashi was the last speaker of the night. He 
introduced the history of PARC and its evolution to 
greentech and cleantech projects. Several innovative 
examples of how printer technology has been used in 
clean tech projects were also presented. 

The presenters spoke to a crowded room, and the 
Q&A session at the end of the presentations was 
lively. One point brought up in the session was the fact 
that it doesn’t depend on how good the tech is, if it 
doesn’t market and sell well. We hope that everybody 
enjoyed the session and got a lot of good ideas about 
the current state of cleantech innovation in the US 
and Japan. We hope that you will join us at the Keizai 
Society’s Shinnenkai in January. 

•  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  S p e a k e r s  •

Mr. Jim French
President of Panasonic R&D 

Company of America

Mr. Osamu Onodera 
Chief Representative, Silicon 

Valley Office at NEDO 
(New Energy and Industrial 
Technology Development 

Organization)

Mr. Aki Ohashi  
Director of Business 

Development for Japan at 
PARC (Palo Alto Research 

Center)
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For more information, contact your Financial Services 

Branch Manager. To find a branch near you visit 

https://www.uboc.com/.

Free Business Checking

Sunnyvale Branch: 
495 South Mathilda Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA  
Tel: 408-738-4900

San Jose Branch
990 North First Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-279-7400
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We are Hiring! (Multiple positions)

Keizai Society is looking for highly motivated 
individuals to join our team in charge of program 
management and other functions.    

Working with our team and board directors, this is 
a great opportunity to create exciting forums for the 
US/Japan business community in Silicon Valley. All 
volunteers receive free entry to all our events. 

Japanese language skills are not required. Please 
contact us for more details.  

Please contact chimmy@keizai.org or 
matt@keizai.org to discuss these opportunities.

KEIZAI
SOCIETY

U.S.-JAPAN
BUSINESS FORUM

Keizai Society
3964 Rivermark Plaza, 

Suite 216
Santa Clara, CA 95054

contact@keizai.org

http://www.keizai.org

Keizai Society All-Volunteer Team

Chimmy Shioya 	 President	 chimmy@keizai.org

Erny Arifin 	 Newsletter/Media Manager	 erny@keizai.org

Andrew Barnes	 Program Manager	 andrew@keizai.org

Andre Davis	 Program Manager	 andre@keizai.org

Kristen Jacobsen	 Contents Writer	 kristen@keizai.org

Nanaka King	 Japanese Alliance manager 	 nanaka@keizai.org

Akemi Koda	 Program Manager	 akemi@keizai.org

Yoshi Manabe	 Corporate Sponsorship Manager	 yoshi@keizai.org

Jennifer Nakamura	 Assistant Webmaster	 jennifer@keizai.org

Sanae Nakamura 	 Treasurer	 sanae@keizai.org

Danny Ooi 	 Program Manager	 danny@keizai.org

Joe Quinlan	 Contents Manager	 joe@keizai.org

Gordon Sasamori	 IT Manager	 gordon@keizai.org 

Matt Schlegel 	 Project Manager	 matt@keizai.org

Junko Takiguchi 	 Event/Office Manager	 junko@keizai.org 

Greg Tsutaoka	 Program Manager	 greg@keizai.org 

Shinka Umesaki	 Assistant Webmaster	 shinka@keizai.org

Dean Yonenaga 	 Alliance Manager 	 dean@keizai.org 

Jun Zhang 	 Event/Office Manager	 jun@keizai.org 

©Copyright 2012 Keizai Society. All rights reserved.  
Illustrator & Designer: Erny Arifin, www.kree-ayt.com

Keizai Society Linkedin Group 
Discussion and Job Posting

Please join the Linkedin Keizai 
Society Group and participate in 

group discussions. You can also 

share and discuss jobs with the 

members by clicking the Jobs tab 

after creating a Keizai Society Group 

account. If you have any questions, 

please contact jobs@keizai.org.

                  http://www.linkedin.com/


