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The agriculture and food industries are 
estimated by the FAO to comprise 10% of 
global GDP — making them the largest 
industries in the world. Concerns over food 
production and distribution relating to 
global climate change, land-use change, 
emerging health issues, and a growing 
population are driving innovation like never 
before. Last year, venture capital invested 
$4.6 B into the category, an almost 100% 
increase in investment year-over-year. 
Much of that investment has occurred right 
here in California — the most productive 

agricultural production region in the US, 
and the 5th largest agricultural producer in 
the world. However, with limited secondary 
markets and a lacking precedent for public 
offerings, what will become of all of these 
venture investments? What are the real 
problems and thus real solutions that the 
industry presents, and how can corporations 
and the venture ecosystem effectively 
get involved and drive sustainable food 
production into the future?

By Keizai Staff

cont inued on page 3

Trends in AGTech:
REAl NEEdS IN thE INdUStRy
MArCH 31ST, 2016 THUrSDAy EvEninG 
@ WiLSOn SOnSini GOODriCH & rOSATi
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From The PresidenT 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 2016 
Shinnenkai. i think we all enjoyed hearing the 
remarkable story of the Matsui’s, both father Andy 
and daughter Kathy. i hope you enjoyed their life 
stories and the fireside chat. Moderated by Dr. richard 
Dasher, the fireside chat was a new approach to our 
award event rather than just a simple speech. Please 
read the more detailed summary by Joe Quinlan 
on page [inSErT PAGE #]. Particularly touching 
was Andy describing his philanthropic efforts to 
help the children of farm workers in the Salinas 
valley, and Kathy Matsui’s efforts to help educate 
women in Bangladesh. in fact, Andy surprised both 
the audience and his daughter Kathy at the event 

by giving her a check for one million dollars as a 
donation to the school in Bangladesh. All in all, this 
year’s Shinnenkai brought many heart-warming 
stories and inspiring examples of family values, 
business success, and giving back to the community, 
both local and global.

The start of 2016 marks our one-year anniversary 
under the new name “Keizai Silicon valley”; i hope 
you are all getting used to this new name. i am happy 
to report that we had another successful year in 2015, 
with several of our forums completely sold out. We 
also ventured out into some new types of events, 
such as our networking nights in San Francisco and 
our wine tasting in Los Gatos. The SF networking 
nights were particularly popular for those who find it 
difficult to make it down to the south bay. 

Finally, we have an exciting forum set up for Thursday 
March 31st at Wilson Sonsini in Palo Alto on the 
subject of AgTech. We hope to see you there!

Best wishes, 
Chimmy Shioya 
President, Keizai Silicon Valley

Gold corp member:

Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves 
& Savitch LLP 
SunBridge Corp. 
Union Bank 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati

silver corp member:

Tazan International 
Teraoka & Partners LLP 
ZL Technologies

Bronze corp member:

Fukuoka Center For 
Overseas Commerce in 
America (FCOCA) 
Ito En 
JETRO 
NEC Networks and System 
Integration Corporation 
(NESIC)  
NEDO 
USAsia Venture Partners

corPorATe sPonsor memBers
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FeATured PAnelisTs
nAThAn dorn 
nathan Dorn is the Chief 
Executive Officer & Co-
Founder of Food Origins 
– a startup focused on 
precision data collection and 
analytic services for hand 
harvested produce. Dorn is 
also Director of Knowledge 
and innovation for reiter 

Affiliated Companies. in this role he administrates 
worldwide organizational mechanization programs 
for fresh berry harvest and non-harvest activities 
with hundreds of internal clients in 7 districts of 2 
countries. Previously, he was the technical manager 
for Gallo Family vineyards and was an operations 
and maintenance engineer for Pepsi Bottling 
Group. Dorn began his career as a US navy nuclear 
mechanic for the submarine fleet. Dorn received his 
EMBA from Pepperdine Graziadio School of Business 
Management and his BA from University of Phoenix.

Tomer PorA  
Tomer Poran focuses on 
implementation of data 
and sensor technologies in 
general and in the Food and 
Agriculture Tech specifically. 
Joining Draper nexus after a 
summer building the funds 
investment thesis on the 
Food & Ag space, Tomer is 

currently an MBA candidate at the Haas School of 
Business. Prior to coming to the US for his studies, 
Tomer founded a vC-backed mobile commerce 
platform in israel and headed business development 
for a GiS company he sits on the board of. Tomer 
worked as a strategic consultant at TASC, israel’s 
largest management consulting firm. He received 
a BA in Finance from Ben-Gurion University after 
military service in the israeli navy.

roGer royce 
roger royce is the founder 
of the royseLaw AgTech 
incubator, the royse Law 
Firm, PC, a business and 
tax law firm with offices 
in northern and Southern 
California (www.rroyselaw.
com) and an organizer of 
Silicon valley Foodtech and 

Silicon valley Ag-Tech. roger is a frequent speaker, 
writer, radio guest, blogger and panelist for bar 
associations, CPA organizations, and business groups. 
roger is a northern California Super Lawyer and is Av 
Peer-rated by Martindale Hubbell, and has a “Superb” 
rating from Avvo.

roger’s Silicon valley AgTech group is provides 
technology companies with access to agricultural 
and food markets and investors in California and 
worldwide. its incubator and Conference have been 
featured in the national and international media, 
including the Wall Street Journal, Fast Company and 
the San Jose Mercury news (AP).

roger serves in leadership roles on several American 
Bar Association and California Bar Association groups, 
including the Business Law Section Agri-Business 
Committee.

moderATor: 
Tim Koide  
Tim Koide is the Co-Founder 
of HarvestPort ¬— a 
shared-economy platform 
for agriculture based in San 
Francisco. He previously 
worked for the Silicon valley 
branch of the Mitsubishi 
Corporation (Americas). Tim 

received a BA from Brigham young University, and an 
MA from the John Hopkins University SAiS. He lives in 
Mountain view, CA. ❀

cont inued f rom page 1
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6 Food And The cenTrAl 
VAlley

By Joe Quinlan  
What is the number one agricultural county in the 
US in terms of sales?  no, it is not in the Midwest or 
the plains states.  it is Fresno County, right here in 
California, with over $3.7 billion in annual agricultural 
sales.  it wasn’t originally that way.  Without irrigation, 
the productive fields of illinois, indiana, iowa and 
other midwestern states would easily outproduce 
California’s Central valley.  But starting with the 
Central valley Project in 1935, and later the California 
State Water Project in the 1950’s, vast areas of the 
Central valley became open to agriculture.  recent 

California water shortages have been especially 
severe, with Silicon valley and other areas trying to 
cut back on lawn sprinklers and other usage.  But 
about 85% of all developed water in California is used 
for agriculture, irrigating about 29 million acres of 
farmland.  

This year’s drought and the growing population 
of California call into question some important 
considerations regarding the future of California’s 
agriculture.  With the burgeoning metropolitan 
areas of northern and southern California, can 
enough water still be provided to keep California’s 
agriculture alive?  And perhaps broader questions 
of how we view food production and consumption 
in the United States. While some areas of the world 
experience famine, many in the US are struggling not 
to eat too much.  Childhood obesity is rising so fast 
that the next generation of Americans may be the 
first to actually have shorter average life spans than 
their parents.  Michelle Obama has been combating 
this with her “Let’s Move!” initiative.

Keizai’s March forum deals with the topic of “Trends 
in AgTech:  real needs in the industry”.  it will be held 
on Thursday March 31st at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
rosati in Palo Alto.  Hope to see you there! ❀

Ca
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date and time 
Thursday, March 31, 2016

Registration/Networking — 5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Program — 6:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

Networking — 8:15 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

location 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
650 Page Mill Road, Palo Alto, CA 94304

Food 
Sushi and beverages, will be served.

dress 
Business casual

ticket Fees 
Early Bird Discount for first 30 — $15 
by Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 (11:00 p.m.)

Regular Registration — $20  
by Sunday March 27th 2016 (11:00 p.m.)

Late Registration — $35  
by Tuesday, March 29th 2016 (12:00 p.m.)

Walk-ins — $50 
(Subject to room capacity / cash or check only)

Registration Website 
www.keizai.org

m A r c h  2016 e V e n T  d e TA i l s
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By Joe Quinlan

On the last Friday in January, over 250 business 
professionals involved in US-Japan business gathered 
at the Palo Alto Hills country club for the Keizai 
Silicon valley 2016 Shinnenkai. Those who attended 
may have caught the new chairs in the ballroom 
of the country club. A slight rain was a difference 
from the clear weather of previous years and very 
representative of this El nino winter in California, 
bringing much needed rain. in spite of the rain, the 
2016 Shinnenkai fulfilled the role it has taken on as 
the premier US-Japan business event of the year for 
Silicon valley.

The highlight of the evening were the addresses 
given by Kathy Matsui and her father Andy Matsui. 
Kathy spoke before her father. She explained that 
much of her career was working with people 
investing in Japan. She talked about the difficulty 
of this job, given that today the nikkei is still only 
half of its 1989 peak. Kathy was looking around 

for something of value in the Japanese economy, 
and she hit upon the idea of increased female 
participation in the labor force. Her calculations 
showed that increasing female participation in 
Japan’s labor force could boost GDP by as much as 5 
to 10%. She thought to herself “i can make something 
out of this women in work idea”. Thus was born 
the term “womenomics” for which she became a 
representative, highlighted by Prime Minister Abe as 
a component of his Abenomics policy. Other points 
made by Kathy were:

•	Japan	has	a	higher	female	labor	participation	rate	
currently than the US, however many of those 
women workers are part-time.

•	Japan	has	very	low	taxes,	but	they	collect	them	very	
inefficiently. This should change with the recent 
implementation of social security numbers in Japan.

•	Only	8%	of	the	Japanese	Diet	is	female,	less	than	
Saudi Arabia.

KeizAi silicon VAlley – 26Th AnniVersAry 
shinnenKAi 2016
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Kathy’s father Andy Matsui talked about his struggle 
to work hard in the US to create a business. When 
Silicon valley became too expensive, he bought land 
in the Salinas area. At first he grew various flowers, 
but due to competition from Latin America and other 
areas, eventually he turned to potted orchids. This 
was a huge success for him as he became known 
as the “Orchid King”. Andy talked about how hard 
work and high quality enabled his orchid business 
to prosper. Host Mike inoue referred to his family’s 
common background in horticulture. in fact, when 
Mike inoue asked his father about Andy Matsui, his 
father paused and then slowly said “They call him 
the Orchid King” in the manner of someone talking 
about a legend. 

All the Matsui children went to Harvard. Since Andy 
and his wife knew very little about the US education 
system, they did not particularly help their children 
with college. Thus, when he heard his children were 
accepted to Harvard, he thought “that must be an 
easy college to get into”. (This brought quite a few 
chuckles from the audience.) When Kathy was asked 
about how all the Matsui children were able to do 
so well, she responded that her parents provided a 

strong example of hard work. Kathy and her sister 
also mentioned that their feeling at the time was that 
the way to avoid the hard work of horticulture and 
working on the farm was to get a good education, 
and thus they were strongly motivated to get into a 
top college.

For some interesting articles on Kathy Matsui, see:

http://www.goldmansachs.com/our-thinking/
pages/womenomics4.0.html

http://www.goldmansachs.com/our-thinking/
outlook/womenomics4-folder/womenomics4-
time-to-walk-the-talk.pdf

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2014-01-21/goldman-s-matsui-turns-
abe-to-womenomics-for-japan-growth

http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2014/07/10/
goldman-sachs-matsui-challenges-myths-of-
womenomics/

Additional event photos can be found at: 
http://keizai.org/photos-videos/
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Donor: Delta Airlines 
Prize: Pair of round trip tickets

Winner: Yasuhisa Iida of Rakuten USA, Inc.

Donor: Sunbridge Partners 
Prize: Beats Solo2 Wireless Headphones
Winner: Nathan Goulding-Hotta of Google

Donor: Tazan International, Inc.
Prize: Golf for two @ PAHGCC

 Winner: Miku Mehta of Procopio
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Donor: Global Catalyst Partners
Prize: 4 bottles of Noria Wine

 Winner: Toshiko Tassone of Pasona N A, Inc.

Donor: Teraoka & Partners LLP 
Prize: GoPro Hero Wifi Camera 
Winner: Christopher Chan of San Francisco Associates

Donor: Japan Intercultural 
Prize: TUMI Gift Card, Coach Case

 Winner: Go Takizawa of NEDO
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Donor: Manufacturers Bank
Prize: Amazon Gift Card 

Winner: Yoshie McGilton of Trilithon Software

Donor: Matsui Nursery
Prize: Orchids

Donor: Matsui Nursery
Prize: Orchids
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Donor: Matsui Nursery       Prize: Orchids
Winner (Not in order): Patrick Shearer of Deloitte, Toshihiko Harada of Panasonic Corporation of North America, Sho Kawamoto of TOP San 
Francisco, Shinn Wolfe of TECDIA Inc, Kojiro Sato of Mitsubishi Cable America, Inc., Satoshi Otake of SAKI America, Inc., Sada Chidambaram 
of IQTALENT PARTNERS, Natsumi Motomura of SMITHGROUP JJR, Keisuke Yoshida of SCSK USA Inc.
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Procopio is dedicated to collaborating 

with you to develop strategies tailored to your 

business needs in the global market place.  

We focus our practice on what matters to you: 

experienced attorneys delivering practical and 

cost-e� ective legal solutions.

www.procopio.comSilicon Valley | San Diego | Carlsbad | Del Mar Heights | Orange County | Phoenix

Global Venture Habitat
Tokyo   Silicon Valley   Osaka

179 Je�erson Drive, Menlo Park, California 94025
tel: 1.650.561.3397  |  sunbridge.com  |  en.sunbridge-gv.jp
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For more information, contact your Financial Services Branch 
Manager. To find a branch near you visit  
https://www.uboc.com/.

Free Business Checking

Sunnyvale Branch: 
495 South Mathilda Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA  
Tel: 408-738-4900

San Jose Branch
990 North First Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-279-7400

• General Corporate and Business Law
• Business Immigration and Civil Litigation
• Japanese Language Services
• Celebrating 35 Years of Service

TERAOKA & PARTNERS LLP
www.teraokalaw.com

steve@teraokalaw.com

 San Francisco Silicon Valley Los Angeles
 415-981-3100 800-600-5700 310-552-2600
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The Way of Tea

MOVING YOUR BUSINESS TO JAPAN?

TALK TO JETRO FIRST.

www.jetro.org

Top 10 Most Dynamic City -Newsweek

Top 25 Most Livable City -Monocle

2012 Top Destination -Frommer’s

www.myfukuoka.com

Top 10 Most Dynamic City -Newsweek

Top 25 Most Livable City -Monocle

2012 Top Destination -Frommer’s

www.myfukuoka.com

Top 10 Most Dynamic City -Newsweek

Top 25 Most Livable City -Monocle

2012 Top Destination -Frommer’s

www.myfukuoka.com

Top 10 Most Dynamic City -Newsweek

Top 25 Most Livable City -Monocle

2012 Top Destination -Frommer’s

www.myfukuoka.com

           
US Market Entry
      Business Consulting
           Business Plan Development
                Business Evaluation
                     Marketing Strategy
                          Branding/Positioning
                              Alliance Strategy
                                 Partnership Development
                                     M&A Evaluation and Assistance

                                  www.USAsiaVenturePartners.com 



14

K
E

IZ
A

I 
S

IL
IC

O
N

 V
A

L
L

E
Y

 U
S

-J
A

P
A

N
 B

U
S

IN
E

S
S

 F
O

R
U

M
 |

 K
e

iz
a

i 
S

ta
ff

s 
a

n
d

 C
o

n
ta

c
ts

 |
 M

a
rc

h
 2

0
1

6

© Copyright 2016 Keizai Silicon valley. All rights reserved. illustrator & Designer: Erny Arifin

KeizAi silicon VAlley linKedin GrouP 
discussion And JoB PosTinG
Please join the Linkedin Keizai Silicon Valley Group and participate in group 
discussions. You can also share and discuss jobs with the members by clicking 
the Jobs tab after creating a Keizai Silicon Valley  Group account. If you have any 
questions, please contact jobs@keizai.org.

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1768007

KeizAi silicon VAlley 
u.s.-JAPAn 

Business Forum

Keizai Silicon Valley 
3964 Rivermark Plaza,  

Suite 216 
Santa Clara, CA 95054

contact@keizai.org

http://www.keizai.org

KeizAi silicon VAlley All-VolunTeer TeAm
Chimmy Shioya President chimmy@keizai.org

May Kao vice President may@keizai.org

Erny Arifin newsletter/Media Manager erny@keizai.org

Greg Bennett Social Media Manager gregb@keizai.org 

Chris daft Project Manager chris@keizai.org

Ayumi Fitisoff Office Manager ayumi@keizai.org

Kana Goulding-hotta Program Manager kana@keizai.org

Phil Keys Lead Program Manager phil@keizai.org

Akemi Koda Program Manager akemi@keizai.org

timothy Koide Program Manager tim@keizai.org

Ben li iT / Av Assistant Mzanager ben@keizai.org

yoko Manabe Public relations Manager yoko@keizai.org

yoshi Manabe Corporate Sponsorship Manager yoshi@keizai.org

hiromi Motojima Photographer hiromi@keizai.org

yuka Nagashima Program Manager yuka@keizai.org

Sanae Nakamura Treasurer sanae@keizai.org

danny Ooi Program Manager danny@keizai.org

Joe Quinlan Content Manager joe@keizai.org

Gordon Sasamori Director of iT gordon@keizai.org 

Sachi Sawamura Marketing/Program Manager sachi@keizai.org 

Nobuki takeuchi Program Manager nobuki@keizai.org

Greg tsutaoka Program Manager greg@keizai.org 

Shota Ushihara visual Marketing Comm. Manager shota@keizai.org

dean yonenaga Alliance Manager dean@keizai.org 

Jun Zhang Event Manager jun@keizai.org


