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Fory ME:

Sean Casey - Managing Director, Silicon Valley Space Center

Rainer Sternfeld - CEO, Planet OS
Kohei Taya - Vice President, IHI Inc.
Phil Keys (Moderator) - Marketing Content Manager, Intertrust
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Featured Panelists and Moderator

Dr. Sean Casey is the Co-Founder and Managing Director of the Silicon Valley Space
Center, a business accelerator for NewSpace entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley. He is a
member of the Suborbital Applications Researchers Group of the Commercial Spaceflight
Federation and has over two decades of experience as an airborne astronomer. Dr.
Casey’s work has been recognized as an example of NASA’s goal for “more efficient and
cost effective methodologies to instrument design and construction...”. He served as a
Senior Scientist with the NASA/DLR SOFIA program, management and technical lead for
SOFIA’s science instrument development program, lead for science instrument
integration and commissioning, and science liaison for the review of system level
requirements for SOFIA’s final operating capability. He is an author and co-author on
several dozen science publications and has a PhD in Astrophysics from the University of
Chicago and dual MBAs from the Berkeley Haas and Columbia Schools of Business.

Rainer Sternfeld is the CEO and Founder of Planet OS, a cloud-based data solutions
company for the geospatial services market. A robotics engineer and product developer
by training, Rainer is an experienced entrepreneur focused on data-driven businesses
that grow enterprises and designing human interaction with data. Prior to Planet OS,
Sternfeld led ABB Group to establish the world’s first nation-wide fast-charging
infrastructure for electric cars. For 5 years, he led ABB Business and Corporate
Development initiatives in the Baltic region. He also serves on the Board of Directors of
the World Ocean Council, is the co-designer of the Statue of Liberty of Estonia and has
spent the last 14 years in building and managing new businesses, new products and
organizations in startup, corporate, academic and public/NGO environments.

Kohei Taya is Vice President of the Research Division at IHI Inc. as well as a Venture
Associate at Draper Nexus Ventures. He joined IHI in September 2005, starting in the
System Design Group of Space Development Department. He was in charge of GX launch
vehicle system development as well as LOX/Methane Propulsion system development.
Since October 2014, Mr. Taya has been in the Business Development Division of IHI, with
one focus being looking for new business opportunities mainly with start-ups. In April
2015 Mr. Taya started work as the IHI Liaison at Draper Nexus Venture, where IHI is a
member L.P. Mr. Taya graduated from Georgia Institute of Technology in 2005, with a
M.S. in aerospace engineering. He is licensed as a Professional Engineer of Japan (P.E.jp,
Aerospace). He was a member of Astrodynamics Technical Committee in the Japan
Society for Aeronautical and Space Sciences (JSASS) in 2013 and 2014.

Phil Keys (moderator) is a Marketing Content Manager for Intertrust Technologies, a
company specializing in trusted distributed computing. He is also a published columnist
for the Nikkei Business Daily (Nikkei Sangyo Shimbun) as well as a Forbes contributor. Mr.
Keys was a Silicon Valley correspondent for Nikkei Business Publications for 14 years and
has worked in the technology industry both in the US and Japan. He graduated with a B.A.
from the University of California Berkeley.
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