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2026 Happy Halloween Hour 
Connect, collaborate, and celebrate the season with Keizai Silicon Valley! 

Sponsored by Procopio, our upcoming Halloween Happy Hour at the Jin Sho restaurant in Palo Alto is 
your chance to expand your professional network in a fun, relaxed environment. 

Food & Drink: Procopio is generously sponsoring a hosted reception! Arrive early to enjoy 
complimentary drinks and appetizers before we transition to a cash bar. 

Costumes: Optional, but highly encouraged! Come dressed to impress for a chance to win prizes. 

Admission: Registration is completely free, but mandatory to secure your entry due to limited venue 
capacity and headcount requirements. 

Don’t miss out on a fantastic evening of networking, laughter, and seasonal cheer. We can’t wait to see 
you there! 

Wednesday, October 28, 2026, 6:00 – 8:00 pm (PT) 
 
Venue 
Jin Sho 
454 California Ave 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
 
Fees Free; registration required 
 

 

Bay Area Sushi Restaurants 
By Joe Quinlan 

 
Compared to 30 years ago when I first moved to the Bay Area, sushi restaurants with Japanese chefs 
are becoming somewhat rare. Ebisu in San Francisco’s Inner Sunset is one that remains, and another is 
Keizai’s Halloween Happy Hour location – Jin Sho in Palo Alto. The restaurants that still have Japanese 
chefs tend toward the pricier side, which makes Keizai’s Happy Hour an even better deal. The top sushi 
restaurant in San Francisco’s Japantown is probably Sasa, but it is also quite pricy. 

 
This is not to say there aren’t some excellent sushi restaurants run by non-
Japanese. One is Wago on Chestnut Street in San Francisco’s Marina District, 
staffed by Koreans. The sushi there is as fine as any standard Japanese sushi 
place of decades ago. Personally, I prefer Wago to the trendier sushi place 
Mamanoko just a few blocks further down Chestnut Street. All in all, the Bay 
Area sushi experience has changed over the past 30 years; but one thing 
that has changed for the better is the variety of excellent sake available to 
accompany your sushi. Dassai is my personal favorite. 
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A Summer of Fun – Keizai 2026 

This was a summer of fun for Keizai Silicon Valley, anchored in three key events:  Keizai’s traditional 
Summer Networking on August 1st at Cuesta Park in Mountain View, and two Hiking Days in May and 
September (to avoid the mid-summer heat).  
 

This year Keizai chose a location for the Summer 
Networking that we had never been to before:  Cuesta 
Park, centrally located in Mountain View. Located in a 
beautiful area next to El Camino Hospital and the El 
Camino YMCA, Cuesta Park also had the advantage of 
allowing Keizai to hold our event right next to one by 
Japan Bio Community, with a lot of cross pollination 

among the two groups. We even held a joint 
bingo event at the picnic, with both 
organizations providing prizes. For the children, 
there was a balloon toss, donuts-on-a-string, and 
suika wari.  
 
The food highlight was the delicious steak, 
chicken, and sausage grilled by the Silicon Valley 
BBQ Association, who graciously donated their 
time and BBQ skills.  

 
All in all, the change of location to a new park 
gave a fresh feel to the Summer Networking 
Event. 
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And to work off all that summer BBQ food, and also get in more enjoyable networking, Keizai Silicon 
Valley led two Hiking Days on May 23rd and September 19th.  

In May we tried out Villa Montalvo in Saratoga. The hike 
started out with a moderate uphill climb to a viewpoint 
overlooking Silicon Valley. And then there was a long 
forested gradual descent back to the central area and the 
beautiful and historic Villa Montalvo mansion, which was 
setting up for an evening wedding event.  

 
And in September, Keizai Silicon Valley took on the 
challenge of Alum Rock Park’s South Rim Trail. This 
historic park used to be a hot springs destination over a 
century ago, and at the beginning of the trail we walked 
past the remnants of those long-ago stone hot spring 
tubs. And then it was a climb through nine switchbacks 
to the top of the South Rim where we were able to look 
down directly on our cars that we had just parked one 

hour earlier. And more enjoyably, this mid-hike 
location offered a view through the Alum Rock 
canyon and out toward Silicon Valley. A long 
gradual descent led us down to the base of the 
canyon where we walked along Penitencia Creek 
and back to the parking lot. This is definitely one of 
the most enjoyable hikes in Silicon Valley. 
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CORPORATE SPONSORS 
 

Gold Sponsors: 
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP 
US-Asia Technology Management Center 
 
Silver Sponsors: 
Pegasus Tech Ventures 
ZL Technologies 
 
Bronze Sponsors: 
Ito En 
JETRO 
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas) 
NEDO 
Pro-vider Consulting LLC  
Teraoka Partners 
TMI Associates 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
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Keizai Silicon Valley 
US-Japan 

Business Forum 
 

 
contact@keizai.org 

 
http://www.keizai.org 

 

KEIZAI SILICON VALLEY ALL-VOLUNTEER TEAM 
Chimmy Shioya President chimmy@keizai.org 
May Kao Vice President may@keizai.org 
Sachiko Bussey Office/Event Manager sachiko@keizai.org 
Jiyoung Choi Program Manager jiyoung@keizai.org 
Yayoi Kaneko Treasurer yayoi@keizai.org 
Akiko Foo Chief of Staff/Creative Director akiko@keizai.org 
Rika Hatoya Communications Ambassador rika@keizai.org 
Phil Keys Lead Program Manager phill@keizai.org 
Akemi Koda Program Manager akemi@keizai.org 
Timothy Koide Program Manager tim@keizai.org 
Yui Komuro Program Manager yui@keizai.org 
Carol Leung Event Manager carol@keizai.org 
Fernando Lorenzo Program Manager fernando@keizai.org 
Aki Machida Marketing Advisor aki@keizai.org 
Momomi Maekawa Office/Event Manager momomi@keizai.org 
Marcelo Martins 
Ayumi Mukai 

WebMaster 
Office Manager 

marcelo@keizai.org 
ayumi@keizai.org 

Joe Quinlan Content Manager joe@keizai.org 
Diana Sankovic Program Manager diana@keizai.org 
Gordon Sasamori Director of IT gordon@keizai.org 
Kenneth Sasamori Business Analyst ken@keizai.org 
Sachi Sawamura Marketing/Program Manager sachi@keizai.org 
Hitomi Smith Program Manager hitomi@keizai.org 
Chieko Stuck Accountant chieko@keizai.org 
Tomomi Yamamoto Graphic Designer tomomi@keizai.org 
Michiko Yamori Program Manager michiko@keizai.org 
   
   
 

 
KEIZAI SILICON VALLEY LINKEDIN GROUP 
DISCUSSION AND JOB POSTING 
 
Please join the LinkedIn Keizai Silicon Valley Group and participate in group 
discussions. You can also share and discuss jobs with the members by clicking 
the Jobs tab after creating a Keizai Silicon Valley Group account. If you have any 
questions, please contact jobs@keizai.org. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1768007 
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http://www.keizai.org/
mailto:jobs@keizai.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1768007

